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The Tila Droplet Charm frames a Miyuki tila bead with a 
little collection of round and drop-shaped Japanese seed 
beads. Measuring 18 mm long by 12 mm wide, these 
dainty charms match the form and style of the Dewdrop 
Beaded Beads and the Dewdrop Bracelet, and make a 
quick and easy pair of earrings to complement these 
designs. Connect these charms together with jump rings, 
or string several together on thin beading wire for a 
charm necklace!

Materials for one charm:
• (12) 15° Japanese seed beads (A)
• (16) 15° Japanese seed beads (B)
• (8) 11° Japanese seed beads (C)
• (1) 8° Japanese seed bead (D)
• (2) 2.8 mm Miyuki drop seed beads (E)
• (9) 3.4 mm Miyuki drop seed beads (F)
• (1) Miyuki tila bead (T)
• Nylon beading thread, size B, or One G beading 
thread

Tools:
• Beading Needle, size 11 or 12
• Scissors

Materials and tools for a 
pair of earrings:
• (2) Tila Droplet Charms
• (2) 20G 5-6 mm (OD) jump rings
• A pair of ear wires
• Chain nose pliers
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Materials Notes: 
Since this design requires evenly-shaped seed beads, be 
sure to cull your seed beads for an even size prior to 
beginning this project. Miyuki and/or Toho brand Japanese 
seed beads are recommended. This project can also be 
woven with “rizo” beads; see the “Variations and 
Inspirations” section at the end of this pattern.

Materials Resources:
For a list of suppliers for the 
beads needed for this project, 
please visit 
www.beadorigami.com/
patterns.html
#MaterialsResources

Notes on Illustrations:
Each step of this pattern has at least one figure or photo that shows the beadwork at the 
end of the corresponding step. A red dot marks the last bead exited in the previous step. 
Newly-added beads are sometimes marked with a letter code.

Instructions:
To construct the Tila Droplet Charm, you will first weave 
together the tila bead with two 2.8 mm drop beads and 
15° Japanese seed beads. Next, you will attach four loops 
of seed beads to the 2.8 mm drop beads. Then, you will 
connect the two top and two bottom loops with 3.4 mm drop 
beads. Finally, you will add a drop bead to the bottom of the 
charm, and an 8° seed bead to the top of the charm, through 
which you can string it on a jump ring or a thin beading wire. If you are experiencing 
difficulty creating this design, please see the notes under “troubleshooting” at the end of 
this pattern. 

Step 1: Cut and stretch a 2 ft length of thread. Pick up
• (1) size 15° seed bead (A)
• (1) 2.8 mm drop bead (E)
• (1) size 15° seed bead (A)
• (1) tila bead (T)
• (1) size 15° seed bead (A)
• (1) 2.8 mm drop bead (E)
• (1) size 15° seed bead (A) (7 beads total).

Step 2: Pass through the other hole of the tila bead, and 
continue through the first A bead strung. Pass through all the 
beads again, and continue through the next E bead. Pull taut, 
and leave a 6 in. tail.

Note: use tight thread tension throughout this pattern. 
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The seven beads used in 
this project

Figure 1

Figure 2
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Step 3: Pick up
• (2) size 15° seed beads (B)
• (1) size 11° seed bead (C)
• (1) 3.4 mm drop bead (F)
• (1) size 11° seed bead (C)
• (2) size 15° seed beads (B) (7 beads total).

Step 4: Pass through the E bead on the other 
side of the charm to create the first loop.

Step 5: Repeat Steps 3 and 4 to create the second loop.

Step 6: Connect both loops by passing through the 
next 2B, C, F, C, 4B, C, F, C, 4B, C, F, C and 2B 
beads, bypassing the E beads in the process. Pull 
taut. 

Step 7: Pass through the next E bead, and flip 
over the charm so that the other side of the tila 
bead is facing you.

Step 8: Repeat Steps 3 through 6 on this side of the charm to add two 
more connected loops to the charm. Continue to pass through the 
next 2B, C, and F beads. 
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Figure 3

Figure 4

Figure 5

Figure 6

Figure 7A Figure 7B

Figure 8
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Step 9: Rotate the charm so that the edge of the tila 
closest to your working thread is facing you. This is going 
to be the bottom of the charm. Pick up

• (1) 3.4 mm drop bead (F).

Step 10: Pass through the F bead closest to your working 
thread on the other loop of the charm.

Step 11: Repeat Steps 9 and 10 once more to 
add another F bead to the bottom of the 
charm. Pass through all four F beads in 
a circle, and continue through the next 
bead so that your thread is exiting one 
of the F beads that is sitting parallel with 
the E beads. See Figure 11.

Step 12: Pick up
• (1) size 15° seed bead (A)
• (1) 3.4 mm drop bead (F)
• (1) size 15° seed bead (A).

Pass through the F bead across from the one that you just exited, in a 
way that the thread going through the A, F, and A beads sits diagonally 
between these F beads. Pick up

• (1) size 15° seed bead (A).
Pass through the F bead that you strung 
earlier in this step. Pick up

• (1) size 15° seed bead (A).
Pass through the F bead that you exited at 
the beginning of the step. See Figure 12 
and Photos 12A and 12B. 

Step 13: Pass through the next F, B, 4C, B, 
and F beads. Your working thread is now 
exiting an F bead at the top of the charm. 
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Figure 9

Figure 10

Figure 11

Figure 12

Figure 13

Photo 12A Photo 12B
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Step 14: Repeat Steps 9 through 12 on the top of the charm, with 
one change: in Step 12, add the 8° seed bead (D) instead of an F 
bead. See Figure 14 and Photos 15A and 15B.

Step 15: You will now anchor down the A beads on the top of the charm 
to leave the hole of the D bead clear. Pass through both A beads on this 
side of the charm, and through the F bead that you exited at the 
beginning of the step. Pass through the next 2F beads, and repeat this 
process with the A beads on the other side of the charm. See Figure 15.

Step 16: Reinforce the charm 

by weaving through the beadwork until it is sturdy. 
Tie a full-hitch knot before entering one of the F 
beads, pass through a few more beads, and trim the 
thread. Re-thread the tail thread and repeat. Your 
Tila Droplet Charm is complete!

To make the earrings: 
To make a pair of Tila Droplet earrings, open a 20G or 
thinner jump ring and squeeze it through the 8° bead 
at the top of the charm. Use a pair of pliers to help 
you hold onto the ring. Add an ear wire and carefully 
close the jump ring. Repeat for the other earring.
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Figure 15

Figure 14

Photo 15A Photo 15B

Figure 16
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Troubleshooting
• Keep even, but firm tension throughout the beadwork. While weaving the charm, keep 
the tension of the thread tight enough to avoid letting any thread show between the beads, 
but not so tight that the edges of the tila beads fray or cut the thread. During the first 
couple of steps, hang on to the tail thread to keep the tension firm. 

• Watch the thread! In this project, it is easy to unintentionally wrap the working thread 
around part of the beadwork before proceeding to the next step in the project. At the end 
of each step and prior to continuing to the next step, check the path of the thread to make 
sure it is not wrapped around part of the beadwork. 

• Do not force the needle through the beads. When reinforcing the charm after it is sewn 
together, avoid forcing the beading needle through a bead when it is difficult to pull the 
needle through; this could break the bead or the needle! If it is difficult to pass through a 
bead 4 or 5 times, try switching to a smaller size needle. 

• Consider a narrower jump ring. If a 20G jump ring will not fit through the 8° seed bead 
at the top of the charm, try switching to a 22G jump ring. 

Variations and Inspirations

These earrings 
feature earlier 
versions of the Tila 
Droplet Charm, and 
lack the A seed 
beads at the top and 
bottom of the 
charm. The charms 
in the red and gold 
earrings on the right 
use 3 mm 
magatamas instead 
of 2.8 and 3.4 mm 
drop beads. 

Bead Origami
www.beadorigami.com

© 2013 by Cindy Holsclaw. All rights reserved.  Page 6

http://www.beadorigami.com
http://www.beadorigami.com


These Tila Droplet Charms use the colors 
featured in the “lavender fields” version 
of the Dewdrop Beaded Bead to the right.

The necklace below features seventeen 
Tila Droplet Charms strung on SoftFlex 
beading wire (0.014” in diameter). 
Additional 15° and 11° Japanese seed 
beads, 2.8 mm drop beads, and rice-
shaped “rizo” beads complete this dainty necklace.

Contact Information 
For questions or comments, 

please e-mail 
beadorigami@gmail.com
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The Tila Droplet Charms to the left 
use 11° and 8° round seed beads 
instead of the drop seed beads, as 
well as a beaded bail for a much 
more simplified look. 

These Tila Droplet Charms leave 
out the tila beads entirely, which 
are instead replaced with the 
thinner SuperDuo two-hole beads. The charm on 
the right uses the original number of 15° seed 
beads called for in the pattern, while the charm 
on the left uses fewer B seed beads, more A seed 
beads next to the E beads, and a slightly different 
thread path for a tighter fit.

The Tila Droplet Charm earrings below use the 
rice-shaped “rizo” beads instead of the 2.8 and 
3.4 mm drop beads for another interesting bead 
substitution. Extra 15° B seed beads are added 
alongside each rizo bead on the sides of the 
charms, and four B seed beads are added in 
between each rizo bead on the top and bottom 
of the charm to hide any excess thread 
between the rizo beads. Copper findings 
complete these earrings.

Bead Origami
www.beadorigami.com

© 2013 by Cindy Holsclaw. All rights reserved.  Page 8

http://www.beadorigami.com
http://www.beadorigami.com


Interested in More Patterns?
Please visit www.beadorigami.com

If you’re interested in 
more beading designs 

like these, please 
consider signing up 
for my mailing list at 

www.beadorigami.com
/contact.html - 

Mailing list subscribers 
receive monthly 

updates on the latest 
and greatest Bead 

Origami patterns, kits, 
and workshops, as well 
as exclusive discount 

codes!
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Crystal Helix Beaded Earrings
Pagoda and Double Pagoda

Beaded Pendant

Fiberoptic Duo Beaded Beads

Tila Garden Pendant

Morning Coffee Molecules
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